THE ALASKAN ADVENTURE

By Loyd & Vickie Sigle

Prelude

We were married on May 30th 1969.  Two weeks later I was headed for Viet Nam with the United States Navy.  We did not have an official Honeymoon, but I promised that some day we would.  Now, forty years later we have finally reached a point that we have the time to take our Official Honeymoon.

A brief snap shot of the previous forty years; after serving two years active duty with the Navy, we returned to Oklahoma City, OK to start our family.  We raised two children, Aimee and Landis.  Vickie was a stay at home Mom and did a wonderful job.  After our children became teenagers, she opened and successfully ran a Day Care Center in our home until 2008.  I worked as a mechanic for Fleming Foods Company until 2002, when the company shut down.  During that period, I joined the Oklahoma Army National Guard in 1978.  In 2003 I went to work for the Army National Guard full time.  I retired in 2008 with thirty-seven years of military service.

One of our great pleasures is riding a motorcycle.   Over the course of the last several years, we have visited twenty six of the lower forty-eight States on a motorcycle.  We have set a goal to ride a motorcycle in all fifty states and to ride every State Highway in Oklahoma.  We are charter members of the Guard Dogs motorcycle riding association.  The Guard Dogs are the only motorcycle association in the United States where all members are current or former members of the National Guard.  Our goal was put on hold October 2007 after a near fatal motorcycle crash.  Vickie was unhurt except for a couple of bruises.  I however suffered six ribs broken in eleven places, a deflated left lung and severe road rash on my face.  The bike was totaled.  Thank you to the Guard Dogs who came to our rescue after the crash.  Some thought that I had damaged my brain and gone crazy when one week after spending thirteen days in ICU I went shopping for a new motorcycle!  It was hard for some Dealers to take a guy barely moving with the aid of a walker seriously!  We eventually purchased a 2008 Honda Gold Wing.

After retiring in September 2008, many health issues continued to worsen.  I began having trouble holding the bike up when coming to a stop and laid it down on several occasions.  At the urging of family and friends, we had the bike converted to a Trike in April 2009.  Although I much prefer to ride on two wheels, I had reached the point that I either quit riding or convert to a Trike.  I chose the latter.

We are now planning our Honeymoon; I will call The Alaskan Adventure.  We are going to ride the trike to the Arctic Circle.  Our anticipated departure is on our fortieth Wedding Anniversary, May 30th 2009.

This adventure will be documented in chapters of three to four days and recorded as a journal in the first person.

The journal is dedicated to our grandchildren (in birth order) Braden Gordon, Lachlan Sigle, Ashley Gordon, Zachary Gordon and Avery Sigle.  Written in memory of my “Little Bald Headed Buddy” CW4 Ralph Gibson.

